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BIRDING THE AZORES – HIGHLIGHTS AND 

HINTS GAINED FROM A HANDFUL OF 

TRIPS 2008-2010. 

The Azores is undoubtedly the best place in the Western Palearctic for American vagrants and a lot 
has been written about the archipelago, particularly Corvo, in recent years. They are located in the 
middle of the Atlantic, 900 miles west of Lisbon and the eight main islands are scattered over 400 
miles of ocean. 

              

Although I have yet to visit the islands in the peak of migration in early October, hopefully what I write 
will give you a flavour of the place, the sites and how enjoyable the birding can be set upon a 
backdrop of outrageously dramatic scenery. Added to this the islands have at least one endemic 
species to offer, the Azores Bullfinch (as well as arguably a second – Monteiro’s Storm-petrel). 

The purpose of my first visit in November 2008 was to get an idea of the place, having read so much 
about it, and see a few late autumn vagrants as well as the Azores Bullfinch. My second visit in 
August 2009 was one with a specific purpose – notably to see and study Monteiro’s Storm-petrel at its 
breeding colony. And my third, well... given other commitments in autumn 2009, early September was 
the only real window I had to visit the place in autumn (and it was also a period somewhat neglected 
by others). And then I’d well and truly got the bug, so I hastily arranged a trip for late October 2009 
when a window of opportunity arose, and to see what the spring was like, I re-visited the islands in 
April 2010. 

Basically if you’re up for a bit of vagrant hunting, genuinely not knowing what’s lurking around the next 
corner, then there’s not many places in Europe that boast such an enviable track record particularly 
given its comparatively sparse coverage to date. If you’re up for a big trip list and looking to tick a load 
of species, then I’d head elsewhere if I was you. You’ll realise pretty quickly though, on your first visit, 
whether you’ve caught the Azores birding bug or not...  

 

A juvenile Semipalmated Sandpiper makes landfall on the slipway 
in the old harbour on Corvo, set amongst the backdrop of Atlantic 
breakers – September 2009. 



 2 Birding the Azores 2008-2010 by Richard Bonser 

Websites and Literature 

Generally I write intricate site details in my trip reports, but there is no need for me to do so on this 
occasion. The Birding Azores website is all you really need – a one stop shop as such. It has a whole 
host of information about each island and the birding sites – pretty much all the sites I mention in my 
list of species seen can be found with their GPS points here. 

Staffan Rodebrand has gone to immense efforts to keep a record of all sightings of birds across the 
archipelago and the bird database is amazingly accurate and up-to-date; the only complaint I have is 
that it is not in paper copy for bedtime reading! You can find the status of the rarest vagrants right 
through to the common species (and their various subspecies). 

 All the latest sightings can also be found here and for Corvo in autumn 2009 look no further than this; 
Peter Alfrey has written some mind-blowing and evocative articles on Corvo in Birdwatch and Birding 
World that help set the scene on what it’s like to be out in the middle of the pond when the action hits. 

And make sure you’ve always got your copy of Sibley to hand! I’ve also brought The Shorebird Guide 
(O’Brien, Crossley and Karlson) with me on autumn trips and Gulls of the Americas (Dunn and 
Howell) may also sort you out if you run into larid strife. 

Flights, ferries and car rental 

Getting to and around the Azores is pretty easy. From the UK, there are currently twice weekly direct 
flights with SATA (the island’s airline) from London and Manchester to São Miguel – these are the 
cheapest way of getting to the Azores from the UK, but it does mean you have to fly into São Miguel. 
You can also fly daily from London to Terceira, Horta or São Miguel with a change in Lisbon – this is 
useful if you feel, like me, that no Azores trip is complete without paying homage to the quarry at 
Cabo da Praia on Terceira. 

When on the Azores, São Miguel, Terceira and Faial (Horta) are the three islands that seem to act as 
a hub for internal SATA flights. There are regular flights between these three islands and it is usually 
possible to get to all the other islands every other day. Getting to the ‘lost worlds’ of Flores and Corvo 
can be a little more weather dependent. The best way of getting your itinerary sorted for the best price 
is using the SATA email address - make sure that you ask for the special rate for foreigners with proof 
of an inbound flight to the Azores. The specialist travel company Archipelago Azores are also very 
helpful if you are looking to try and schedule a multi-island visit, and Jake Cardigan in particular there 
has helped me out considerably on a couple of occasions. 

An alternative to flying between the islands are ferries – something I’ve yet to do myself. If you decide 
to do this, unfortunately the Transmaçor website is only in Portuguese but, with a bit of guesswork, 
you’ll be able to find the timetables. 

For car rental, on all of my visits to São Miguel and Terceira, I’ve used the local firm Ilha Verde – good 
quality cars though you’ll find any hire car rental on the Azores is a littler dearer than on continental 
Europe. On Flores, where there is a limited selection of hire car companies, I used Autatlantis – 
receiving a tired yet sufficient hire car. On Corvo, walking is the best and only way around. 

Places to stay 

São Miguel is the largest island and the most developed, with its capital Ponta Delgada having the 
feel of a typically cosmopolitan city. There are loads of places to stay here though I quite like the 
Albergaria Residencial Matriz; in other towns on the island such as Furnas and Ribeira Grande there 
is also a fair amount of accommodation of varying prices and standards. 

http://azores.seawatching.net/index.php
http://www.birdingazores.com/index.php?page=coordinates
http://www.birdingazores.com/index.php?page=list
http://azores.seawatching.net/index.php?page=recent
http://corvo2009.blogspot.com/
http://www.sata.pt/Portugal/en/Home/1?gclid=CI3Xx-qko50CFVtm4wodskbE3Q
http://www.sata.pt/Portugal/en/Home/1?gclid=CI3Xx-qko50CFVtm4wodskbE3Q
mailto:reservas@sata.pt
http://www.azoreschoice.com/
http://www.transmacor.pt/
http://www.ilhaverde.com/English/default.html
http://www.autatlantis.com/
http://www.albergariamatriz.com/Contactos.htm
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Terceira is also good for accommodation, and given that the airport and the famous Cabo da Praia 
quarry are both within a couple of miles of Praia da Vitória, this area is an ideal base.  The Hotel 
Varandas do Atlantico is a good choice for those with a bit of cash (fantastic place to watch the gull 
roost in the harbour if you have a sea view), while the Pensão Residencial Branco is excellent value 
for money (a newly opened ‘Pensão Residencial Branco II’ in nearby Porto Martins was even better 
when I stayed there in August 2009!). When you’ve seen that mega, or if you just fancy a really 
decent fish meal, there’s nowhere better than O Pescador restaurant in Praia da Vitória. 

On Corvo, there is only one place to stay – the Comodoro Guest House – and it’s absolutely brilliant, 
with the owner Manuel Rita happily taking you wherever you want on the island each morning, as well 
as being the mayor of Corvo and a brilliant character to boot! However, to be prepared to book well in 
advance if you’re looking at staying there during October. On Flores, I’d heard getting decent value 
accommodation was a bit of an issue – I ended up staying at the rather tired feeling Hotel Occidental 
in Santa Cruz. I can’t recommend anywhere on Faial, as my only night there was in the car at Ponta 
dos Capelinhos. 
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The birds 

Rather than do a daily diary of exactly what I saw on each day of each visit, it’s probably more useful 
and certainly more concise to do a list of species so that you can get the feel of the status of birds on 
the Azores quite easily. Hope you enjoy the photos and do feel free to email me if you have any 
further questions. 

   

http://www.hotelvarandas.com/indexeng.php
http://www.residencial-branco.com/
mailto:katt2699@yahoo.com
mailto:richbonser8181@hotmail.com
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Wood Duck - Aix sponsa 
Ø (1) The long-staying drake (of unknown origin) seen at Terra Nostra Gardens, São 

Miguel on 19th November 2008 and 7th August 2009. Worryingly, near to this 
ornamental lake and in the same village of Furnas, there is a small population of 
pinioned Wood Ducks and Mandarins at Parque Florestal. 

 
 

Eurasian Wigeon - Anas Penelope 
Ø (1-16) A flock of 16, including one adult drake, at Lagoa das Furnas, São Miguel, on 

19th November 2008. 
Ø (17-19) Two were at Lagoa Azul, São Miguel, on 20th November 2008 with three 

there two days later. 
 

American Wigeon - Anas Americana 
Ø (1) A female-type commuting between Paul da Praia and Cabo da Praia, Terceira, 

from 16-18th November 2008. 
Ø (2-4) Three immatures were at Lagoa das Furnas, São Miguel, on 19th November 

2008 in amongst a flock of Eurasian Wigeon. 
Ø (5-8) Three at Lagoa Azul, São Miguel, on 20th November 2008 had increased to 

four on 22nd November 2008. 
 

Gadwall - Anas strepera 
Ø (1) A drake was at Lagoa Azul, São Miguel, on 20th and 22nd November 2008. 
Ø (2) A drake flew offshore past Ribeira Grande, São Miguel, on 20th November 2008. 

 
Common Teal - Anas crecca 

Ø (1-8) Eight female-type birds, presumably this species due to relatively subtle head 
markings, were at Lagoa das Furnas, São Miguel, on 19th November 2008 and two 
were there on 21st November 2008. 

Ø (9) A female, presumably this species, was at Lagoa Azul, São Miguel, on 20th 
November 2008. 

Ø (10) A female, presumably of this species, was at Fajã de Cima, São Miguel, on 20th 
November 2008. 

Ø (11-20) Ten female-type birds, all warm and relatively plain-faced, were at Pedro 
Miguel Lagoon, Faial, on 20th October 2009. 

 

Green-winged Teal - Anas carolinensis 
Ø (1) A female-type, presumably this species with well-defined head markings and buff 

tips to the greater coverts, at Cabo da Praia, Terceira, on 23rd and 24th October 
2009. 

 

Mallard - Anas platyrhynchos 
Ø A few seen on most trips, often with domesticated duck influence; however seven 

pure looking birds were at Lagoa Azul, São Miguel, on 22nd November 2008 and 20 
or so (or Mallard x Black Duck hybrids) were in the caldeira on Corvo on 5th 
September 2009. 

The now infamous resident drake 
Wood Duck at Terra Nostra Gardens, 
São Miguel – November 2008. 
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Northern Pintail - Anas acuta 
Ø (1) A drake at Paul da Praia, Terceira, on 16th and 18th November 2008. 
Ø (2) A female was at Lagoa Azul, São Miguel, on 20th and 22nd November 2008. 
 

Garganey - Anas querquedula 
Ø (1-2) Two juveniles were together at Lagoa dos Patos, Terceira, on 18th November 

2008. 
Ø (3) One was at Batalha golf course, São Miguel, on 20th November 2008. 

 

Blue-winged Teal - Anas discors 
Ø (1-19) A flock of 19 at Cabo da Praia, Terceira, on 23rd October 2009 with at least 15 

still present the next morning. 

 
Ø (20-22) Three (drake and two females) were at Fajã de Cima, São Miguel, on 6th 

April 2010. 
 

Northern Shoveler - Anas clypeata 
Ø (1) One was at Lagoa Azul, São Miguel, on 20th and 22nd November 2008. 
 

Ring-necked Duck - Aythya collaris 

 
Ø A first-winter female was on a small reservoir south-southeast of Altares, Terceira, 

on 17-18th November 2008. 

Two of the record Western 
Palearctic flock of nineteen 
Blue-winged Teals at Cabo da 
Praia, Terceira – October 2009. 
A total of at least 64 were 
seen across the Azores during 
the unprecedented influx of 
October 2009. 

One of a group of five Ring-
necked Ducks at Lagoa das 
Furnas, São Miguel – 
November 2008. 

http://www.birdingazores.com/?page=xlisp&order=systematic#52
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Ø (2-6) Five (three first-winter drakes and two females) at Lagoa das Furnas, São 
Miguel, on 19th November 2008 and a single first-winter drake was still there on 21st 
November 2008. 

Ø Four (first-winter drake and three females) were on Lagoa Verde, São Miguel, on 
20th and 22nd November 2008. 

Ø (7-9) Three (two drakes and a female) were to the west of Lagoa Azul at Caldeirao 
de Alfares, São Miguel, on 6th April 2010. 

 

Tufted Duck - Aythya fuligula 
Ø (1) A juvenile was at Paul da Praia, Terceira, on 18th November 2008. 
Ø (2-4) Three were at Lagoa das Furnas, São Miguel, on 19th November 2008. 
Ø (5-7) A female was on Lagoa Verde, São Miguel, on 20th November 2008 with three 

there two days later. 
Ø (8) A female was at Paul da Praia, Terceira, on 7th and 8th April 2010. 
 

Greater Scaup - Aythya marila 
Ø (1-3) Three (two first-winter drakes and a first-winter female) at Lagoa das Furnas, 

São Miguel, on 19th November 2008; two were present with a group of five Ring-
necked Ducks and a first-winter drake was present at the east end of the lake – this 
latter bird was seen again on 21st November 2008. 

 
 

Common Quail - Coturnix c. Conturbans 
Ø Commonly heard, and especially easy to see adjacent to Cabo da Praia, Terceira 

and on Praia islet, Graciosa 
 
Pied-billed Grebe - Podilymbus podiceps 

       
Ø (1) A 1st-winter at Lagoa das Furnas, São Miguel seen on 19th and 21st November 

The long-staying Pied-billed 
Grebe at Lagoa das Furnas, 
São Miguel - August 2009. 

First-winter drake Scaup at 
Lagoa das Furnas, São Miguel 
– November 2008. Although 
difficult to tell its origin on 
current knowledge, being 
teamed up with five Ring-
necked Ducks may offer a 
clue. 
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2008 became a long-staying individual seen again in summer plumage on 7th August 
2009 and then alongside a second individual (see below) on 5th April 2010. 

Ø (2) One seen alongside the (above) long-staying bird at Lagoa das Furnas on 5th 
April 2010; obvious size difference presumably due to male and female. 

Ø (3) One was at Lagoa Azul on 6th April 2010. 
 

Cory's Shearwater - Calonectris diomedea borealis 

       
Ø The most common seabird; usually present offshore and also seen in colonies at 

Praia islet, Graciosa in August 2009 and birds, dazzled by streetlights, found on 
Corvo in October 2009. There is much research into this species on the Azores, and 
on Corvo there is an on-going project to assess the effect of mammals on the 
breeding success of the species. With Joel Bried and Maria Magalhães in August 
2009, I helped  in fitting radio transmitters to ascertain where the species feeds at 
sea while in October 2009, I briefly visited Maria on Faial where she was busy 
nursing the streetlight casualties back to full health 

 
Great Shearwater - Puffinus gravis 

Ø (1) One amongst large numbers of Cory’s Shearwaters off Ponta do Queimado, 
Terceira on 5th August 2009. 

 

Madeiran Storm-petrel - Oceanodroma castro 

 
Ø A memorable visit to Praia islet, Graciosa, over the nights of 2nd and 3rd August 2009 

produced many sightings of warm season breeding birds (Monteiro’s Storm-petrel) 
as well as an early cold season bird (Grant’s Storm-petrel), found fighting with a 
warm season bird in the same artificial nest burrow. Sincere thanks to Joel Bried 
and Maria Magalhães who allowed me to visit this private island; Joel was taking 
samples of the faeces from warm season birds to ascertain the diet of this extremely 
range-restricted bird, and it was a privilege to watch and hear these birds at such 

Cory’s Shearwaters at 
their breeding colony on 
Praia islet, Graciosa – 
August 2009. 

An adult Monteiro’s 
Storm-petrel controlled 
at its artificial nest 
burrow on Praia islet, 
Graciosa - August 2009. 
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close range as well as observe ringing of both chicks and adults. 

 
 

Northern Gannet - Morus bassanus 
Ø (1) One was offshore at Mosteiros, São Miguel, on 6th April 2010. 

 

Cattle Egret - Bubulcus ibis 
Ø (1-4) Four came into roost at Paul da Praia, Terceira, on 16th November 2008, with 

three still present the next day. 
Ø (5-8) Four roosted on the wooden piers in Ponta Delgada harbour, São Miguel, on 

20th November 2008. 
Ø (9) One at Paul da Praia, Terceira, on 23rd October 2009. 

 
Little Egret - Egretta garzetta 

Ø Seen in small numbers across the islands, usually on rocky shorelines, on all trips. 
No birds reminiscent of Snowy Egrets were seen. 

 
American Great Egret - Egretta alba egretta 

Ø (1) One was at Paul da Praia, Terceira, on 16-17th November 2008. 
Ø (2) One was in the caldeira on Corvo on 5th September 2009. 

 
Ø (3) One in fields by Ribeira do Cantinho on Corvo on 22nd October 2009. 

 

Grey Heron - Ardea cinerea 
Ø Small numbers present in wetland areas on most islands; this species is relatively 

common and birders should not presume any large heron is the next species! 
 

Several Monteiro’s 
Storm-petrel chicks, of 
varying ages, were 
present on Praia islet, 
Graciosa - August 2009. 

A long-staying Great Egret of 
the American race egretta in the 
caldeira on Corvo – September 
2009. 
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Great Blue Heron - Ardea herodias 
Ø (1) A second calendar year bird showed well at Paul da Praia, Terceira, from 7th to 

9th April 2010. 

 
 

Eurasian Spoonbill - Platalea leucorodia 
Ø (1) A juvenile was at Batalha golf course, São Miguel, on 20th November 2008 and 

this long-staying individual was seen again at Fajã de Cima, São Miguel, on 4th and 
6th April 2010. 

 
 

Common Buzzard - Buteo buteo rothschildi 
Ø Small numbers seen, mainly in upland areas, on São Miguel, Terceira and Faial. 

 
Osprey - Pandion haliaetus 

Ø (1) One was at Lagoa das Furnas, São Miguel, on 21st November 2008. 
 

Common Moorhen - Gallinula chloropus 
Ø Small numbers present on Terceira and São Miguel on all visits. 

 

A confiding first-
summer Great Blue 
Heron at Paul da 
Praia, Terceira – 
April 2010. 

This juvenile Spoonbill, that 
originally arrived with two 
others in October 2008, was 
photographed here in 
November 2008 and remained 
resident thereafter, being seen 
again on an April 2010 trip.   
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Eurasian Coot - Fulica atra 

Ø Largest congregations occur on São Miguel at Lagoa Azul and Lagoa das Furnas, 
while other sites where I have seen the species in ones and twos include Lagoa de 
São Bras, São Miguel, and Cabrito Reservoir, Terceira. 

 

Common Ringed Plover - Charadrius hiaticula 
Ø Usually at least one or two present at Cabo da Praia, Terceira, to through the 

unwary off the scent of the following species, although up to a dozen were present 
here in November 2008; one was also at Ribeira Grande, São Miguel, on 22nd 
November 2008. 

 
Semipalmated Plover - Charadrius semipalmatus 

 
Ø (1-3) Three, including a long-staying adult, at Cabo da Praia, Terceira, on 16th 

November 2008 with singles still there on the next two days. The same adult 
remained and was seen again on 2nd, 4th and 5th August 2009, 2nd, 3rd, 4th and 9th 
September 2009, 23rd and 24th October 2009, 8th and 9th April 2010. 

Ø (4) A juvenile was present alongside the usual adult at Cabo da Praia, Terceira, on 
9th September 2009. 

Ø (5-6) Two juveniles on the beach at Porto Pim, Faial, on 20th October were still 
present early morning the next day. 

Ø (7) A further juvenile was with the regular adult at Cabo da Praia, Terceira, on 23rd 
and 24th October 2009, with potentially this bird still present (again alongside the 
long-staying bird) on 8th April 2010. 

 
Kentish Plover - Charadrius alexandrinus 

Ø Common at Cabo da Praia, Terceira, on all visits, with young seen in August 2009. 
 
American Golden Plover - Pluvialis dominica 

Ø (1) A juvenile was at Cabo da Praia, Terceira, on 23rd October 2009. 
 

Grey Plover - Pluvialis squaterola 
Ø Seen on most visits to Cabo da Praia, Terceira, with up to a dozen present in 

November 2008; also an adult seen on Corvo on 5th, 6th and 7th September 2009 
and 22nd and 23rd October 2009 and a couple at Ponta Delgada ETAR, São Miguel, 
on 6th April 2010. 
 

Red Knot - Calidris canutus 
Ø Present in small numbers on every visit to Cabo da Praia, Terceira. 
 

 

The long-staying Semipalmated 
Plover in the quarry at Cabo da 
Praia, Terceira – November 2008 
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Sanderling - Calidris alba 

Ø Probably the commonest wader on the islands, with largest concentrations 
predictably occurring at Cabo da Praia, Terceira. 

 

Semipalmated Sandpiper - Calidris pusilla 
Ø (1) At least one was at Cabo da Praia, Terceira, on 16th to 18th November 2008. 
Ø (2) One was present at Cabrito Reservoir, Terceira, on 17th November 2008. 
Ø (3-4) A juvenile at Cabo da Praia, Terceira, on 2nd September 2009 was joined by a 

second juvenile on 9th September 2009. 
Ø (5) A juvenile on the old harbour slipway on Corvo on 6th September 2009 was seen 

the next day on the airfield as I departed the island. 
 

Western Sandpiper - Calidris mauri 
Ø (1) A juvenile at Cabo da Praia, Terceira, on 2nd, 3rd, 4th, 9th and 10th September 

2009. 

 
 
Little Stint - Calidris minuta 

Ø (1-2) At least two at Cabo da Praia, Terceira, on 18th November 2008; a couple of 
other stints at the same location in November 2008 were not observed long enough 
or at close range to be certain they were either this species or Semipalmated 
Sandpiper. I have learnt that not every small stint on the Azores comes from the 
west! 

 

Least Sandpiper - Calidris minutilla 
Ø (1) A first-winter was at Cabo da Praia, Terceira, on 23rd October 2009. 

 
White-rumped Sandpiper - Calidris fuscicollis 

Ø (1-9) A flock of nine first-winters were at Cabo da Praia, Terceira, on 16th November 
2008; at least two were still present on 17th and 18th November 2008. 

Ø (10) A first-winter at Cabrito Reservoir, Terceira, on 16-17th November 2008. 
Ø (11-12) An adult at Cabo da Praia, Terceira, on 2nd, 3rd and 4th September 2009 

increased to two adults on 9th and 10th September 2009. 
Ø (12-13) Two adults were present in fields at Ponta Delgada and Ponta do Albernaz, 

Flores, on 7th September 2009. 
Ø (14) An adult on the lava beach at Fajã Grande, Flores, on 8th September 2009. 
Ø (15) A first-winter at Porto Pim, Faial, at dusk on 20th October 2009. 

A classic looking 
juvenile Western 
Sandpiper graced 
Cabo da Praia – 
September 2009. 
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Ø (16) A first-winter was at Cabo da Praia, Terceira, on 23rd October 2009. 

           
 
 
 
 
 

 
Pectoral Sandpiper - Calidris melanotos 

Ø (1-3) A juvenile was at Cabo da Praia, Terceira, on 2nd, 3rd and 4th September 2009; 
this increased to three juveniles on 9th and 10th September 2009. 

Ø (4-5) Two juveniles were present with a Buff-breasted Sandpiper at Lagoa do 
Lomba, Flores, on 8th September 2009. 

Ø (6) A juvenile was at Cabo da Praia, Terceira, on 23rd and 24th October 2009 
(presumably different to those seen in September 2009). 
 

Curlew Sandpiper - Calidris ferruginea 
Ø Up to five present at Cabo da Praia, Terceira, on most visits – typically the larger 

numbers seen in peak wader passage periods of September and October. 
 
Purple Sandpiper - Calidris maritime 

Ø (1) A single at Cabo da Praia, Terceira, on 16th and 18th November 2008. 
Ø (2) One at Ponta Delgada ETAR, São Miguel, on 6th April 2010. 

 

Dunlin - Calidris alpina 
Ø (1-2) Two long-billed birds showed extremely well on the beach at Ribeira Grande, 

São Miguel, on 20th and 22nd November 2008. 

 
 
 

White-rumped Sandpipers are the commonest American wader to be found on 
the Azores – these adults were photographed on Flores (left) and Terceira (right) 
in September 2009. 

One of two rather long-
billed Dunlins on São 
Miguel – November 2008. 
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Buff-breasted Sandpiper - Tryngites subruficollis 
Ø (1) A juvenile was present with two Pectoral Sandpipers in fields adjacent to Lagoa 

do Lomba, Flores, on 8th September 2009. 
 

Ruff - Philomachus pugnax 
Ø (1-4) Four at Cabo da Praia, Terceira, on 23rd October with two still there the next 

day. 
Ø (5-6) Two (presumed different to the above) were at Cabo da Praia, Terceira, on 8th 

and 9th April 2010. 
 

Common Snipe - Gallinago gallinago 
Ø (1) One was at Lagoa do Negro, Terceira, on 17th November 2008. 

 

Long-billed Dowitcher - Limnodromus scolopaceus 

       
 
 
 

 
Ø (1) An extremely confiding first-winter was at Lagoa das Furnas, São Miguel, on 19th 

and 21st November 2008. 
Ø (2-3) Two first-winters were together at Cabo da Praia, Terceira, on 23rd and 24th 

October 2009; one of these, now a first-summer, was still there on 9th April 2010. 
 
Eurasian Woodcock - Scolopax rusticola 

Ø (1) One flushed on Corvo on 6th September 2009; this species is resident on most of 
the islands but’ like in most places, just difficult to see unless flushed. 

 

Black-tailed Godwit - Limosa limosa 
Ø Present on most visits to Cabo da Praia, Terceira, in small numbers, with a peak of 

10 there on 23rd October 2009. 
 

Bar-tailed Godwit - Limosa lapponica 
Ø (1) One at Cabo da Praia, Terceira, on 23rd October 2009. 

 

This Long-billed Dowitcher on São Miguel was one of the most confiding Nearctic 
waders I have ever seen, allowing approach to within a foot or two – November 2008. 
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Whimbrel - Numenius phaeopus 
Ø Seen on most islands, with largest concentrations being at Cabo da Praia, Terceira. 

 

Eurasian Curlew - Numenius arquata 
Ø (1) One at Cabo da Praia, Terceira, on 5th August 2009 and 23rd October 2009. 

 

Spotted Redshank - Tringa erythropus 
Ø One was at Cabrito Reservoir, Terceira, on 18th November 2008. 

 
Common Redshank - Tringa totanus 

Ø One at Cabo da Praia, Terceira, from 16-18th November 2008. 
Ø One at Mosteiros, São Miguel, on 6th April 2010. 

 
Common Greenshank - Tringa nebularia 

Ø Small numbers noted, usually singles, at Cabo da Praia, Terceira on most trips. 
 

Lesser Yellowlegs - Tringa flavipes 
Ø (1) A juvenile was at Cabo da Praia, Terceira, on 2nd September 2009. 
Ø (2) A first-winter was at Cabo da Praia, Terceira, on 23rd and 24th October 2009. 

 
 

Wood Sandpiper - Tringa glareola 
Ø (1) A juvenile was at Cabo da Praia, Terceira, on 2nd to 4th September 2009. 

 

Common Sandpiper - Actitis hypoleucos 
Ø One at Cabo da Praia, Terceira, on 10th September 2009. 
Ø One at Ponta Delgada harbour, São Miguel, on 4th April 2010. 
Ø One at Belo Jardim, Praia da Vitória, Terceira, on 8th April 2010. 

 

Spotted Sandpiper - Actitis macularius 

 

A fresh looking juvenile Spotted 
Sandpiper at Cabo da Praia, 
Terceira – September 2009. 

A confiding first-winter 
Lesser Yellowlegs in the 
quarry at Cabo da Praia, 
Terceira – October 2009. 
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Ø (1) A juvenile was at Cabo da Praia, Terceira, on 2nd, 3rd and 4th September 2009, 
with potentially the same bird still present there on 23rd October 2009. 

Ø (2) A juvenile was at Cabrito Reservoir, Terceira, on 3rd September 2009. 
Ø (3) A first-winter was at Biscoitos, Terceira, on 24th October 2009. 
 

Ruddy Turnstone - Arenaria interpres 
Ø Good numbers usually present at Cabo da Praia, Terceira – for example up to forty 

in November 2008 - while smaller numbers noted at coastal sites on most islands 
visited. 

 

Grey Phalarope - Phalaropus fulicarius 
Ø (1) One was present on the outfall viewable from the harbour wall at Ponta Delgada, 

São Miguel, on 20th November 2008. 
 
Arctic Skua - Stercorarius parasiticus 

Ø (1) A dark morph flew south past Praia islet, Graciosa, on 3rd August 2009. 
 

Mediterranean Gull - Larus melanocephalus 
Ø (1-2) An adult, with a yellow ring on its left leg, was at Ponta Delgada harbour on 

20th November 2008 and a 1st-winter was present there the next day. 
 

Laughing Gull - Larus atricilla 
Ø (1) An adult on Terceira, presumably the same long-staying individual, located at 

Porto Martins on 17th November 2008 and Praia da Vitória harbour and fish quay on 
2nd and 4th August 2009 and 10th September 2009. 

 
 

Black-headed Gull - Larus ridibundus 
Ø Good numbers present on late autumn and early spring trips, particularly in the roost 

at Praia da Vitória harbour, Terceira, and at the outfall off Ponta Delgada harbour, 
São Miguel. 

 

Ring-billed Gull - Larus delawarensis 
Ø (1) An adult was in Ponta Delgada harbour, São Miguel, on 20th and 21st November 

2008. 
Ø (2) A first-winter at Lagoa Azul, São Miguel, on 4th and 6th April 2010. 
Ø (3-6) Six (two adults and four first-winters) were in the roost at Praia da Vitória 

harbour, Terceira, on 8th April 2010. 

Adult Laughing Gull on the 
small pier at Porto Martins, 
Terceira – November 2008; 
this individual, present since 
2007, is wide-ranging around 
the Praia da Vitória area and 
was seen on three trips. 
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Common Gull - Larus canus 
Ø (1) A first-winter was present in the roost at Praia da Vitória harbour, Terceira, on 8th 

April 2010. 
 

Lesser Black-backed Gull - Larus fuscus 
Ø Present in variable numbers amongst Yellow-legged Gulls, mainly on São Miguel 

and Terceira; evidently under-recorded. 
 

American Herring Gull - Larus smithsonianus 
Ø (1) A second-winter at the fish quay at Praia da Vitória, Terceira, on 8th and 9th April 

2010. 

 
 

Yellow-legged Gull - Larus michahellis atlantis 
Ø The commonest gull across the islands. On Terceira, the largest numbers 

congregate around the fish quay at Praia da Vitória and the rubbish dump north of 
Angra do Heroísmo while on São Miguel, the best area to scan through them are the 
harbours of Ponta Delgada and Vila Franca do Campo. 

 

Glaucous Gull - Larus hyperboreus 
Ø (1) A juvenile was in Ponta Delgada harbour, São Miguel, on 4th, 5th, 6th and 9th April 

2010. 
 

First-winter Ring-billed Gull at 
Lagoa Azul, São Miguel – April 
2010. This species is a scarce winter 
visitor, and a regular flock can be 
found roosting in the harbour at 
Praia da Vitória, Terceira, each 
winter. 

A rather smart, obvious 
looking second-winter 
American Herring Gull at 
Praia da Vitória, Terceira – 
April 2010. 
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Great Black-backed Gull - Larus marinus 
Ø (1) A first-winter at the fish quay in Praia da Vitória harbour, Terceira, on 16th 

November 2008; presumably this same bird, now in second-winter plumage, was 
seen at the same site on 6th August 2009, 2nd and 3rd September 2009 and 23rd 
October 2009. 

Ø (2) A first-winter was on the airfield on Corvo on 7th September 2009. 
 

Gull-billed Tern - Gelochelidon nilotica 
Ø (1) A first-winter was at Rabo de Peixe and Ribeira Grande, São Miguel, on 20th 

November 2008. 
 

White-winged Tern - Chlidonias leucopterus 
Ø (1) A first-summer was at Belo Jardim, Praia da Vitória, Terceira, on 8th April 2010. 

 

Roseate Tern - Sterna dougallii 

 
Ø Reassuringly quite common on Terceira and São Miguel in August 2009, with 

particularly good numbers present in the harbour at Praia da Vitória, Terceira and at 
Ribeira Grande, São Miguel. 

 
Common Tern - Sterna hirundo 

Ø Common along the rocky coasts of all the islands on all trips, including several 
lingerers in November 2008. 

 
Sandwich Tern - Sterna sandvicensis 

Ø (1) One, ringed on its left leg, was at Belo Jardim, Praia da Vitória, Terceira, on 8th 
and 9th April 2010. 
 

Rock (Feral) Dove - Columba livia 
Ø Common across all islands, of variably purity, with the best imposters for the real 

thing being seen on the western islands, Corvo and Flores. 
 

Common Wood Pigeon - Columba palumbus azorica 
Ø Commonly seen on São Miguel and Terceira, with a few sightings from Corvo. 

 

Eurasian Collared Dove - Streptopelia decaocto 
Ø 11 were at Cabo da Praia village, Terceira, on 9th April 2010. 

 

Rose-ringed Parakeet - Psittacula krameri 
Ø (1-2) A couple seen flying over Ponta Delgada, São Miguel, on 6th April 2010. 

Adult Roseate Tern on the 
harbour wall at Praia da Vitória, 
Terceira – August 2009. Several 
adults could be found here each 
evening during the summer trip. 
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Yellow-billed Cuckoo - Coccyzus americanus 
Ø (1) One on Corvo in fields at Vila Nova do Corvo on 22nd October 2009. 

 
 
Barn Swallow - Hirundo rustica 

Ø (1) One over Belo Jardim, Praia da Vitória, Terceira, on 8th April 2010. 
 

Grey Wagtail - Motacilla cinerea patriciae 
Ø Seen most days on all trips throughout the archipelago. 

 

European Robin - Erithacus rubecula 
Ø Common in wooded areas on São Miguel and Terceira; seen on all trips. 
 

Northern Wheatear - Oenanthe oenanthe 
Ø (1) One was by Lagoa Comprida, Flores, on 8th September 2009. 
Ø (2) One was northwest of the airfield on Corvo on 23rd October 2009. 
 

Common Blackbird - Turdus merula azorensis 
Ø Common throughout the islands. 

 

Blackcap - Sylvia atricapilla gularis 
Ø Common and vocal across all of the islands; one of the commonest land birds on 

the Azores. 
 

Goldcrest - Regulus regulus 
Ø Quite numerous in wooded areas on São Miguel, Terceira, Flores and Faial; the 

subspecies azoricus is found on São Miguel while sightings from the other islands 
relate to the inernis subspecies. 

 
Common Starling - Sturnus vulgaris granti 

Ø Commonly seen, albeit in small numbers, on all islands visited. 
 

House Sparrow - Passer domesticus 
Ø Commonly seen across all the islands visited. 

 

 

Yellow-billed Cuckoo 
perched on a stone 
wall in fields behind 
the Comodoro Guest 
House, Vila Nova do 
Corvo – October 
2009. 

http://www.birdingazores.com/?page=xlisp&order=systematic#2008
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Common Waxbill - Estrilda astrild 
Ø Small numbers seen on São Miguel at Lagoa Azul, Batalha golf course and Furnas 

while a few birds were usually heard or seen at Cabo da Praia, Terceira, on most 
visits. 

 

Common Chaffinch - Fringilla coelebs moreletti 
Ø Very common throughout the islands. 

 
Atlantic Canary - Serinus canaria 

Ø Common on all islands. 
 

European Greenfinch - Carduelis chloris aurantiiventris 
Ø Small numbers noted on São Miguel and Terceira. 

European Goldfinch - Carduelis carduelis parva 
Ø Seen in small numbers on São Miguel and Terceira, and three on Corvo on 6th 

September were noteworthy. 
 

Azores Bullfinch - Pyrrhula pyrrhula murina 
Ø The Azores’ signature bird is relatively straightforward to see these days at the east 

end of São Miguel. Heading east from Povoacão towards Nordeste, after 7km turn 
left on the dirt road towards Nordeste. The ‘usual clearing’ is 2.7km up this track 
although I have often found the birds before here – in poor weather on 19th 
November 2008 three were seen 0.5km up this track from the main road, on 21st 
November 2008 in much better weather one showed very well in the ‘usual clearing’ 
and a pair were seen again in the clear fell area 0.5km up from the main road on 6th 
August 2009. 

 

Black-and-white Warbler - Mniotilta varia 
Ø (1) One showed well, albeit briefly, at Ribeira da Ponte, Corvo, on 22nd and 23rd 

October 2009. 
 

Northern Parula - Parula americana 
Ø (1) A bright first-winter male showed well in bushes by the power station on Corvo 

on 21st October 2009. 
 

Ovenbird - Seiurus aurocapilla 
Ø (1) One in woodland to the southwest of Serrata, Terceira, on the early morning of 

18th November 2008. 

 


